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	1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
D Logan welcomed the speakers to the meeting and also new members Jack Munro and Charlene Kane. He also welcomed Iain Herbert, Chief Executive, Scottish Tourism Forum. He also thanked Charlene Kane and the EICC for hosting the meeting and noted apologies had been received (see above).
2. PRESENTATION ON ROUTE DEVELOPMENT FROM/TO EDINBURGH BY HUGH AITKEN (HEAD OF AIRLINE & NETWORK BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT) AND KEVIN LANG (HEAD OF COMMUNICATIONS – BAA SCOTLAND)
Members were given an update on Route Development at Edinburgh Airport. 
H Aitken advised of the importance of partner support for this and was grateful of the help and support received from the Chamber. He urged the group to continue supporting the route development fund by lobbying for support, using whats on offer and acting as ambassadors. With the fund BAA Edinburgh have been able to reduce airlines landing fess and will be reducing them again this year. Questions were taken at the end.
3. UPDATE ON DEMA BY KENNETH WARDROP, PROJECT DIRECTOR – DEMA
K Wardrop presented the work of DEMA so far which focuses on Live, Invest, Visit, Work and Study. Further information can be found at the following websites:
www.edinburgh-inspiringcapital.com
www.edinburghbrand.com
K Wardrop will email the presentation to D Logan for circulation to the group.

4.  UPDATE ON PROPOSALS FOR SCOTTISH HOTEL SCHOOL BY DAVID COCHRANE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE, HIT SCOTLAND
D Cochrane gave members a brief history of how this had developed. Industry was now looking at setting up a Tourism and Hospitality Leadership Business School and this had backing from overseas as well as Scotland. Douglas advised members of the “closure” of the Department of Hospitality & Tourism Management (formerly the Scottish Hotel School) at the end of July/ The training restaurant and kitchen had already closed and all lecture staff had to re-apply for jobs – numbers reduced down to 6 staff. The University had kept this very quiet from industry. 
D Cochrane will email the Vision document to D Logan. There is a feasibility study underway and he asked if anyone wished to be involved in the consultation process to contact him directly.
5. CHAIR/VICE CHAIR OF THE TPG
D Logan advised members that, following on from the minutes of the last meeting, he and G Birse had met with Jack Munro who had agreed to take over as Chair. I Limond had agreed to be Vice Chair.

J Munro suggested that the group should have an extra meeting to go through members ideas as to the way forward for the TPG re ETAG, DEMA etc. It was agreed that this would take place in July. Date to be advised.
6.  ACOB
6.1 REPLY TO REQUEST FROM THE ECONOMY, ENERGY & TOURISM COMMITTEE OF THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT
G Birse to draft the Chamber’s reply to this request before late June.
Action completed

6.2 Concern was expressed by an email that had been circulated by SE re price “gouging” at one of the recent rugby weekends. It was agreed that this would have been dealt with more quickly by the EPHA and not need a meeting by the public sector. The Grosvenor Hotel have been given the chance to defend itself which they are now doing.
6.3 G Birse thanked D Logan for his distinguished service in over 7 years as Chair of the Tourism group, unanimously applauded by all on the group. The Chamber Council will be recognising his services at their meeting in August.
6.4 L Jones reported that May had done well for hotel bookings. The one to watch is September which will affect business tourism.
 6.5 The next scheduled meetings of the group would be on Monday 7th September and Monday 7th December.

	


