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Edinburgh Chamber of Commerce Renewable Energy Policy Group

Minutes of Meeting – 24 February 2011
Forth Ports, Leith
	Present:
	Bruce Farquhar, Partner, Anderson Strathern (Chair)

	
	Ian Lindsay, Commercial Director, Babcock

	
	Douglas Coleman, Project Director, Forth Ports (Host)

	
	Alan Cramond, Energy Services Limited

	
	Graham Bell, ECOC

	
	Max Carcas, Business Development Director, Pelamis Wave Power 

	
	Liz McAreavey, ECOC

	
	David Maggs, Edinburgh Council 

	
	Barbara Whiting, Fife Council 

	
	Rodney Ayre, Operations Manager, Mitsubishi Electric

	
	Patrick K Carnie, Maritime Platform Strategy Manager, QinetiQ

	
	Ron Hewitt, Chief Executive, ECOC

	
	Cecilia O'Connell, Solicitor, Anderson Strathern

	
	

	Guest Speaker:
	Jonathan Guthrie, Investment Promotion Manager, City of Edinburgh Council 

	
	

	Apologies:
	Stephen Vickers, Group Strategy Director, Buccleuch

	
	Alex McLeod, Skanska

	
	Dorothy Shepherd, The Crown Estate 

	
	Win Rampen, Managing Director, Artemis Intelligent Power Ltd 

	
	Jason Ormiston, Communications Manager, Vattenfall Windpower

	
	Ray Mountford, Site Optimisation Manager, Ineos

	
	Professor Steve Chapman, Principal, Heriot Watt University

	
	Christopher Rodgers, Senior Manager, Co-operative Bank

	
	Tom Mallows, Crown Estate




	
	Item of Agenda
	Narrative
	Action Owner

	1
	Introduction and Minutes 
	Bruce Farquhar welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
The Minutes of the last meeting were tabled and approved.

	

	2
	Presentation on Forth Ports, Douglas Coleman
	Douglas Coleman gave a highly informative presentation on the work undertaken by Forth Ports.  The presentation demonstrated the extensive and diverse nature of the role of Forth Ports both as a developer and the Ports Authority and its ambitions plans to deliver renewable energy solutions including major biomass plants.  A copy of the presentation is annexed.
	

	3
	Update on City of Edinburgh Council Renewables Activities, Jonathan Guthrie 
	Jonathan Guthrie gave an update on the renewables activities taken by the City of Edinburgh Council ("CEC") over the last year.  The Council are placing an increasing emphasis on low carbon and renewables.  The Council have identified a number of private sector investors looking to invest in renewables projects with the help of Arup. 
The Policy Group welcomed the news that the renewables agenda was being prioritised by ECOC.  It was recognised that there was much to be done to ensure that Edinburgh and the wider region benefited from the economic and social benefits which the Renewables sector potentially offered.  The Policy Group would be delighted to work alongside CEC to assist in delivering those objectives.  It was resolved that the Policy Group would make formal contact with CEC with a view to further collaboration with CEC.

	Bruce Farquhar

	4
	Green Investment Bank 
	Ron Hewitt explained that he is part of a group which is promoting Edinburgh as a suitable location for the Green Investment Bank.  There will be presentations to the media and Scottish MPs in London followed by a reception in Westminster.  

Ron Hewitt is looking for support from companies, including those represented on the policy group. It is anticipated that RBS and Lloyds will pledge their support, but it would be helpful to have international companies in support and those that have headquarters in London.   Members should let Ron know in due course if their company wishes to support this cause. Please see the attached letter from Ron requesting your support.   

	

	5
	Low Carbon Conference 2011
	Liz McAreavey explained that following the success of the Low Carbon Conference in 2010  ECOC has been asked to organise the 2011 Conference.  This is to take place on 27 and 28 September 2011 at the EICC.  A website is to be launched in two or so weeks.   
Energy efficiency is going to be one of the key messages this year.  There has already been strong support for the conference with thought leaders from last year signing up to take part again this year.  There has also been support pledged once again from a number of last year’s sponsors.  Once again the policy group will feed into the agenda.  
CEC wish to support the conference this year and Liz will pick up on this matter with Jonathan Guthrie.  


	

	6
	Securing the Benefits of Scotland’s Next Energy – Scottish Revolution – Scottish Government Consultation 
	The Consultation deadline has now passed. Graham Bell stated that the key points of this consultation paper were the fact that community benefits are crucial to pushing through renewable requirements.   

	

	7
	Energy Market Reform – DECC Consultation 
	Bruce Farquhar asked whether the group can feed in a response to this consultation paper. Max Carcas summarised the consultation:
· The renewables obligation is to be removed which is potentially a bad move.  There will a number of transitional arrangements up to 2017 which will reduce the uncertainty involved in this process.  The benefits of the proposed changes are not apparent for the renewables sector but instead look to be favourable to carbon capture and storage and nuclear development.  Presently large utility companies feel that ROCs work.  
· There is still a chance to engage in this process.  If anybody in the group wishes to lodge representations they should do by e-mailing Graham Bell.  


	Graham Bell

	8
	Feed In Tariffs Review – Renewable Heat Incentive 
	Bruce Farquhar enquired whether the Group should make their views known in relation to the review of feed in tariffs.  FITs have proven to be a positive measure for stimulating the small/medium sized renewables sector and any detrimental  changes will have a negative impact on the sector.  Liz McAreavey noted that the delay in the 
implementation of the Renewable Heat Incentive is potentially disastrous for Scotland.  
It was resolved that a statement would be made on behalf of the Group relating to these decisions. 

	Bruce Farquhar



	9
	AOB
	Max Carcas stated that it would be useful if each member of the Group compiles a list of matters which they hope to see happen/ matters that the Group can influence. For example, Max hopes to be able to petition for the ROC banding in Scotland to be altered so as to come into line with England.  All parties should submit their lists to Bruce Farquhar prior to the next meeting.

The next meeting will be held at Mitsubishi in Livingston on 26 May 2011.  There will be a tour of the factory at 3pm followed by the meeting at 4pm.  
	All Group members
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